
St. Anthony of Padua (m) 
� 1195 – 1231 (36 Yrs. Old)  
� “Hammer of Heretics” 

� Doctor (Teacher) of the Church, “Evangelical Doctor” 

� Born in Lisben, Portugal to a rich and powerful family but died very poor 

and of illness in Padua, Italy. 

� At birth he was given the name Ferdinand, which means “adventurous” 

� Many miracles in lifetime, which probably contributed to the fastest 

canonization of a saint (less than a year after his death) 

� After hearing about the martyrdom of the first five Franciscan martyrs, he 

decides to become a Franciscan monk to meet this same end, but 

never does.  He has since become the most well known Franciscan 

other than St. Francis himself. 

� St. Anthony, other than Mary, Mother of God and St. Joseph, is the Saint most often pictured with the 

infant Jesus because, as the legend goes, while he was staying at a Castle near Padua, Italy (one of the 

reasons he is Anthony of Padua) his cell was flooded with light and Jesus presented himself to St. 

Anthony as an infant and St. Anthony was seeing holding and communicating with the infant. 

• There is also some symbolism in that Franciscans traveled great distances spreading the Gospel 

and were “carrying” Jesus around the world. 

� A woman came to him because she was very upset that she had lost a large amount of money that she had 

been saving (discuss the lack of prevalence of banks at that time).  Anthony told her simply to go 

home and sweep the bedroom of her house.  When she did this, she miraculously found the missing 

money. 

� Prayer of St. Anthony of Padua: “St. Anthony, please come around//Something’s lost that can’t be found” 

� Patron Lost items and people, mail (ironically), Saint of the Blessed Sacrament 

� Feast Day: June 13
th 
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