
St. Therese of Lisieux (f)  
• (1873 – 1897, 24 yrs.) 

• Called “The Little Flower of Jesus” and is often pictured with 

roses or flowers as well as crucifix. 

• Died very young of tuberculosis at age 24 

• Canonized in 1925, she is an example of humility in everything 

that she did, despite the profound spiritual gifts that were 

bestowed upon her by God. 

• Author is The Story of a Soul, her spiritual autobiography 

where she recounts her life, many struggles and experiences 

leading to her acceptance of Christ, which was not released 

until after her death because of the private life she lived but is 

now considered a Christian classic. 

• Inspired many by her “little way” of loving God (inspired by the verse, “If anyone is a very little 

one, let him come to me,” found in Proverbs 9:4), and making sainthood seem possible and very 

accessible to all Catholics. 

• Declared the most recent, and youngest, Doctor (Teacher) of the Church by Pope John Paul II in 

1997. 

• Patron Saint of AIDS patients and Co-patron Saint of France 

• Extensive list of Devotees to St. Therese of Lisieux 

� Some include: Pope John Paul I, St. Padre Pio, Thomas Merton, Dorothy Day, St. Maximilian 

Kolbe, Bl. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa, who meant to name herself after this Saint, 

but the name was already taken in her order, so she changed the spelling). 
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